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The Two GCSE Courses 
EDEXCEL English Language 2.0

Paper 1 Non-fiction Texts Reading and Writing EXAM
Paper 2 Contemporary Texts Reading and Writing EXAM
S&L 
Endorsement

Presentation in front of an audience 

Edexcel English Literature
Paper 1 Macbeth and An Inspector Calls EXAM 
Paper 2 A Christmas Carol and Poetry EXAM 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Every students at Court Fields will sit 2 English GCSEs. One in English Language and one in English literature. 

English language covers the foundation English communication skills that every person needs as an adult. The ability to read and read critically, to write for various purposes and at different levels of formality and to speak formally and confidently in a  range of contexts. 

English literature on the other hand is the study of texts. The English literature GCSE involves close students of a range of texts from the 1800s to the present day. 

Students at Courtfields will sit the EDEXCEL exams for both of their English GCSEs and for literature will be studying Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls and an anthology of conflict poetry created by the exam board. 

There is no tiering system in English, so every student in the school will be taught the same material and will sit the same exams. The available grades range form 1 to 9. 
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English Language 2.0

Paper 1: Non-fiction texts

50% of English Language GCSE 
1 hour 55 minutes - 80 marks available 

Paper 2: Contemporary Texts

50% of English Language GCSE 
1 hour 55 minutes - 80 marks available 

Section A: Reading 
• Read 2 thematically linked unseen non-

fiction extracts
• 6 Questions (3 on each text) will test 

understanding, word identification, and 
evaluation 

Section A: Reading 
• Read 2 extracts of unseen fiction and 

literary non-fiction texts 
• 6 Questions (2 on the first text, 2 on the 

second text and 2 questions on both 
together)

Section B: Writing 
• A choice of transactional tasks (argue, 

explain, advise, persuade) 

Section B: Writing 
A choice of imaginative writing tasks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Papers are both equally weighted  - they are both just under 2 hours in duration and are both broken down into reading and writing sections. Both papers have two extracts – paper 1 the extracts are slightly shorter and are both non-fiction. There are six questions in the reading sections of each paper and students are assessed on their ability to identify and understand information, evaluate texts, analyse language and structure and compare texts. Each paper has a writing section which asks students to complete one task: paper 1 students are asked to produce texts such as articles, letters, speeches whereas paper 2 asks them to produce narrative or descriptive texts. Prompts are provided in both papers – either in the form of bullet point ideas, starter sentences or images to stimulate ideas. 

Regular writing practice is a really good idea in terms of preparing students for the exam.
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English Literature 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and Post 1914 

Literature 
50% of English Literature GCSE 
1 hour 45 minutes - 80 marks available 

Paper 2: 19th Century Novel and Poetry 

50% of English Language GCSE 
2 hours 15 minutes - 80 marks available 

Section A: Shakespeare  ‘Macbeth’
• One two-part question 
• Respond to a short extract 
• Respond to the whole play 

Section A: 19th Century Novel ‘A Christmas 
Carol’
• One two-part question 
• Respond to a short extract 
• Respond to the whole novel 

Section B: Post 1914 Literature ‘An 
Inspector Calls’
• One extended essay question 

Section B: Poetry ‘Conflict’
• One question comparing poems you have 

studied 
• One question comparing unseen poems 
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English Literature: Knowledge English Language: Skills 

Organise yourself NOW to save yourself LATER

• Use a revision folder 
• Review your notes  
• Keep your exercise book neat
• Check anything you don’t understand 
• Talk about what you are learning
• Begin revision now

Practise, Practise, Practise! 

• Key words and terminology 
• READ 
• Keep a spelling log 
• Use correct grammar
• Keep up to date with your green penning
• Complete practice questions

Students should be making revision materials now 
and should not wait until PPEs to do this. As part of 
homework activities, you can be creating a bank of 
the revision resources like the ones displayed on 
the next slide.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When revising for English it is important to understand the different approaches which each English GCSE requires. 

English literature is a knowledge heavy subject, so revision focus for this should, certainly initially, be on memory. Students will need to know the plot, themes, characters and historical context for each of the texts studied, and ideally will have learned a few quotes form each text – although this is not the be all and end all and we would ask students to avoid over revising quotation at the expense of the other areas. 

For literature, therefore, effective revision is focused on techniques which help aid retention. Students should focus on learning small sets of information at a time, should spend time testing themselves on the content they have learned and would benefit from being tested by parents. Spacing revision out over time – and coming back to previously learned content more than once can really help here. To support this type of revision many students find creating resources such as mind maps really helps – however, it is what is done once the resource is created that really helps. Therefore, if students are going to create these resources they should start now, so they have time to use them later on. We would advise all students to keep neat, clear notes and re-read these following lessons. 

English language is far more skills based, and skills require practice. To support this practice, all students are given key word and terminology lists and knowledge organisers. We use Educake  to support students in practising at home, and this is an excellent way of guiding practice at reading and writing questions. There are also past papers available form the exam board and on our website. 
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Revision we LOVE 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of the resources that have supported students revision in the past have been flashcards, mind maps and timelines. 

You can see on the screen a mind-map for the character of Macbeth. Here the students has started by mind-mapping adjectives to describe the character, but over time has added notes on events the character is involved in and links to key themes. 

Flashcards are very useful in helping students to learn and remember key quotations. Students write a quote on one side of the card and the analysis or explanation on the reverse. This enables them to test themselves s- or be tested by you! 

Timelines are particularly useful for learning plots and order of events in longer texts being studied. 
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How we will help 
• High quality teaching – 5 lessons a week 

• Regular assessment and feedback, including PPE (mock) exams

• Revision workshops throughout the course

• Knowledge organisers, booklets and Sparx Reader access to set texts

• Revision booklets, past papers and resources on the website

• Intervention sessions where needed 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We do appreciate that year 11 can be an overwhelming time for our students, and that many students find the study of English to be challenging. 

Students have 5 English lessons a week with a specialist teacher – We are here to support your child. If they are struggling, need help or don’t understand something they should always go to their teacher in the first instance. 

We do assess students regularly and give feedback in English. Referring back to feedback can be a great place to start when seeking to get better or improve. There will be 2 sets of PPE exams this year which are graded – but again,. We have seen students move 2, 3 or even more grades form PPE to final exam and would urge all students to focus on the feedback not the grade during this process. 

We do run regular revision sessions in the run up to PPEs and exams, as well as workshops and interventions and will provide revision booklets, materials and advice for all students.
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How you can help 
• Make sure homework is completed to a high standard (See Classcharts)   

• Ensure they have access to space and resources for revision 

• Encourage your child to attend additional workshop sessions if they are invited

• Talk to them about what they are learning 

• Continue to encourage opportunities to read, write and talk using an extended 
vocabulary

• Reinforce the idea that they are responsible for their own revision and organising 
their resources and revision time 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Your support is invaluable in enabling students to succeed. We would ask for your help in the following areas: 




Achieve  |  Belong  |  Participate

Useful Revision Resources 
https://www.sparknotes.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk › bitesize › subjects
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Revision guides 
Flashcards, highlighters, pens and paper 
FOLDER!! Or a box file 
Websites/ 


https://www.sparknotes.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zt3rkqt
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
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Questions? 
If you have specific questions 
regarding helping your children to 
prepare for examinations in 
English then please don’t hesitate 
to email me or Miss Evans:

ebritton@courtfields.bep.ac

mevans@courtfields.bep.ac

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As I said, we are here to help. If you have any questions at all please contact myself, or Mrs Evans at the email addresses shown. Thank you. 
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